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ST. LOUIS – Stewart Cink felt as if
he’d traveled back in time on Saturday,
playing with Tiger Woods and all that
entails – the massive crowds, the rau-
cous cheering and the mind-bending
intensity.

“Kind of reminded me of being in the
vortex a lot of years ago,” Cink said with
a smile.

It wasn’t just playing with a rejuve-
nated Woods, though. 

The 45-year-old Cink played a lot
like he did in his younger days, shoot-
ing a 4-under 66 in his third round at
the PGA Championship to climb into
contention heading into the final round
at Bellerive Country Club.

“Being in Tiger’s group is always ex-
citing,” said Cink, who was tied with
Woods four shots off the lead.

“Players try to downplay it, and I’ve
downplayed it over the years myself,
but it’s a pretty intense environment
out there. It’s fun.”

Cink was one of the best players in
the world a decade ago, winning six
times on the PGA Tour over the years. 

But he hasn’t won since capturing
his only major, when he triumphed
over the seemingly ageless Tom Wat-
son in a playoff to win the 2009 British
Open at Turnberry.

Cink had only made 13 of 18 cuts this
year, though he did tie for second at the
Travelers.

He was also in the top 5 the week be-
fore that at the St. Jude, a sign his game
was rounding into shape.

It helps there are plenty of similar-
ities between Bellerive and his home
course of East Lake Golf Club in Atlan-
ta, ranging from the zoysia fairways to
the soft greens.

“It kind of feels a little bit like home
to me, and I’m very familiar with it, the
way it’s going to react,” Cink said.

“It just feels like the club is jumping
out of the bag, whatever one that is on
the right hole. It’s been a comfortable
week for me. I haven’t driven it perfect-
ly or anything, but decisive – decision-
making has been a good part of my
game this week.”

WHAT A WALL-ACE

Matt Wallace gave the massive
crowds awaiting Tiger Woods in the
group behind him a reason to warm up
their throats when he aced the par-3
16th hole with a 5-iron.

The 28-year-old Englishman, who
has three European Tour victories on
his resume, plucked his ball from the
hole with a big smile. 

Then he rewarded those fans by
chucking it into the crowd.

“People will be like, ‘Oh, that’s a stu-
pid move,’ ” he said, “but I threw it in
and then I met the guy after that hole
and I signed it for him and he said, ‘Are
you sure you don’t want it back?’ And I
said, ‘You keep that, mate.’ I keep the
balls that I win with and they’re all on
the mantel piece, so that one will just
live in my memory for being pretty cool
out there.”

The ace helped Wallace to a third-
round 66. 

He’s 5 under for the championship.

PICS FOR POSTERITY

Brandon Stone was playing the
same par-3 16th an hour later when he
nearly holed out for an ace of his own.

His ball hit the cup on the fly, rico-
cheting off the bottom of the flagstick
back out.

Stone covered his mouth in disbe-
lief, asking whether it bounced out of
the hole.

The impact from the young South
African’s shot left the hole damaged,
and playing partner Thomas Pieters

wanted to make sure he remembered it. 
So he pulled out his cellphone and

snapped a pic.
Stone wound up missing the putt.
He still shot 69 and was 7 under for

the tournament.

JEEZ, BERGER

Daniel Berger would’ve been forgiv-
en for packing the clubs after his first
nine Thursday.

He had started his PGA Champion-
ship with two bogeys and a double,
leaving him 6 over.

The 25-year-old former Florida
State star has only made one bogey
since.

Berger rallied to shoot 73 that open-
ing day, then fired a rain-interrupted,
second-round 66 to make the cut. He
added a bogey-free 67 on Saturday to
reach 5 under for the championship.

“I just stopped trying at one point.
It’s funny how things work,” said Berg-
er, who’s also been dealing with a wrist
injury this week.

“I just kind of freewheeled it.”

MERAVIGLIOSO, FRANCESCO!

Francesco Molinari’s chances of be-
coming the first player since Padraig
Harrington in 2008 to win the last two
majors of the year are still alive after a
2-under 68 left him five shots off the
lead.

Molinari had gotten to 8 under for
the championship after a birdie at the
par-4 10th, but he dropped a shot at the
12th and then made all pars to hit the
clubhouse at 7 under.

“I’m having a great week. Crowds
are incredible,” Molinari said. “We were
saying yesterday as big as the Ryder
Cup, probably. A lot, a lot of people out
there. So it’s great to see. I’m getting a
lot of support, which is nice. Very nice
week so far.”

Stewart Cink plays his second shot on the first hole during the third round of the PGA Championship on Saturday at
Bellerive Country Club. KYLE TERADA/USA TODAY SPORTS

Rejuvenated Cink back
in contention at PGA
Dave Skretta 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

seven of the last eight holes, Woods
had a birdie or eagle putt of 20 feet or
closer and missed them all.

He was four shots behind in a tie
for sixth, the same spot he was in go-
ing in the final day at the British Open
last month, when he briefly had the
lead before fading.

“I just wish I could have got myself
a couple more shots closer to the
lead,” Woods said. “But there aren’t a
lot of guys up there in front of me.”

The list included Jon Rahm (66),
Rickie Fowler (69) and Gary Wood-
land (71), who gave himself a chance
despite falling six shots behind after
a triple bogey from his footprints in
the sand at No. 10.

Koepka was at 12-under 198 and
even with his major pedigree – the
first player with back-to-back U.S.
Opens in 29 years – he will play in the
final group of a major for the first
time. Koepka was in the penultimate
group at the U.S. Opens he won.

He plans to spend Sunday morn-
ing working out, as he has done all
week at a local gym. Koepka was
there Saturday morning with John-
son and noticed everyone trying to
get pictures of the world’s No. 1 play-
er.

“They were like, ‘Did you see the
No. 1 player in the world was here?’ I
don’t know what to say to that,”
Koepka said with a laugh.

He cares only about inside the
ropes, and he thrives in the majors.

“Every shot’s so important out
here,” he said.

No shots were more important
than a four-hole stretch he played in
2 over that turned Sunday into what
could be a free-for-all.

An 8-foot par save on No. 13 gave
him a five-shot lead, but then two er-
rant drives led to consecutive bogeys
– the first one from 100 feet away in a
bunker, ending a streak of 43 holes
without a bogey, the next one when
his tee shot stopped rolling at the
base of a tree and forced him to take a
one-shot penalty to move it away. He
had to get up-and-down to limited
the damage to a bogey. And then he
made a 10-foot par.

“Try to make the best out of a bad
situation and keep rolling,” Koepka
said.

Koepka won the U.S. Open on two
different courses that required one
extreme to the other in scoring – 16
under at Erin Hills, 1 over at Shinne-
cock Hills. Bellerive presents a differ-
ent test. It’s so soft that the average
score Saturday was 69.5, and a
charge can come from anywhere.

“Not just myself, but everyone’s
going to have to shoot low rounds,”
Woods said. “It’s soft, it’s gettable,
and you can’t just go out there and
make a bunch of pars.”

Scott got into the hunt with four
birdies in a six-hole stretch on the
front, set up by his pure driving and
iron play, and limited mistakes with
the putter. His only miss was from in-
side 3 feet for par on the 15th hole,
though he answered immediately
with a tee shot to 2 feet at the par-3
16th.

He doesn’t think anything will
match the joy of being the first Aussie
to win the Masters in 2013. He’d like
to find out how much another major
feels, especially in a year in which he
has registered just one top 10.

“It’s a packed leaderboard and
there are going to be about 10 of us
looking for that round of the year,”
Scott said. “Someone will go out and
do it and I’m glad I’m in that position
that it could be me.”

As easy as it looks at times, Belle-
rive can still bite at any moment.

PGA
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Justin Thomas is four strokes off
the lead heading into Sunday’s final
round at the PGA Championship in
St Louis. ANDY LYONS/GETTY IMAGES

Naples amateur Mary Jane Hies-
tand of Hideout Country Club heads
into the final roundof the Florida Sen-
ior Women's Open in perfect position
to win.

Hiestand is tied with Susan Bond of
PGA Magazine with a five-over-par 149
during the first two days of the event at
Quail Creek Country Club, which con-
cludes Sunday. 

Hiestand shot a three-over 75, fol-
lowing her 74 on Friday. 

Bond, who at the turn led by five
strokes, tumbled to a five-over 77.

Bonita Springs' Kim Keyer-Scott is
just one stroke back at 150, with Paula
Brzostowski two shots back.

In the Florida Women's Open, San-
dra Angulo Minarro fired a four-under
68 to grab a two-shot lead over Guro
Rambjoer, Sandra Changkija and Jessy
Tang.

Former St. John Neumann golfer
Sydner Shrader, now at North Florida,
made a move into the top 10, firing a
one-under 71 to land at 145, six shots off

the pace and tied for tenth.
Naples amateur Emma Bradley, a

Baylor commit, is tied for 27th and 11
shots off the pace after shooting a four-
over 76 Saturday.

Cape Coral resident Gabriella
Wheeler is tied for 15th at 148, nine
shots back.

Among the other local players mak-
ing the cut was Estero senior Kim Ego-
zi, who completed her round with a six-
over 78, putting her at nine-over for the
tournament and 14 shots back, tied for
43rd.

Hiestand tied for lead at
Florida Senior Women's Open
Staff reports


